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This rare glimpse Heard Island on a fairly cloudless day was taken on a Qantas 
flight between Perth and Johannesburg by Captain P. Schlossberger in 1997. 
Heard Island is typically covered with cloud.

Perspective view of Heard Island using RADARSAT data and a DEM derived from RADARSAT data.

RADARSAT data © Canadian Space Agency 
for Remote Sensing 1997. 
Received by the Canada Centre for Remote Sensing. 
Processed and distributed by RADARSAT International. 
DEM produced by Intermap Technologies Ltd. Perspective 
view produced by Australian Centre for Remote Sensing (ACRES).

1991 SPOT image
© CNES 1988 1991. Distributed by SPOT Imaging Services. 
Processed by Australian Centre for Remote Sensing (ACRES)
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Heard Island is approximately 40 kilometres long by 20 kilometres wide 
and is dominated by Big Ben which is an active volcano. The island 
lies within the Antarctic convergence and is consequently 
glaciated. In the past most of the glaciers reached the sea but they 
are now in retreat, revealing large areas of moraine which are being 
colonised by vegetation. 

The first ANARE Heard Island expedition arrived on 12 December 1947. 
On 26 December the Australian Flag was raised and the Territory 
of Heard Island and McDonald Islands formally claimed for Australia. 
The ANARE station was established at Atlas Cove and manned by 
wintering parties for meteorological and scientific research until 1954. 
Sovereignty was transferred from United Kingdom to Australia on 
19 December 1950 and the Heard Island and McDonald Islands 
Act which provides for the government of the territory was enacted 
in 1953. There have been irregular visits by ANARE vessels 
since then. In 1993 an ANARE overwintering expedition occupied 
a station at Spit Bay to carry out biological research. 
Plans are currently being discussed for the development of 
an interdisciplinary scientific program for Heard Island in 1999-2000

Site of an apple hut

http://www.antdiv.gov.au/aad/exop/sao/heli_bro/winds.html

For flying operations, a number of locations 
around Heard Island are subjected to 
severe local winds and turbulance. 
Information on these areas is available on 
the web at:

This information should be obtained by 
anyone contemplating flying operations 
around the Island.
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